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HONTHORST (1590-1656), whose CHRIST BEFORE
PILATE (No. 3679) draws many people to this room.

The picture, inspired by Caravaggio, is an effective
work and we may well marvel at the artist's technical
audacity in making the entire light of this large picture
radiate from the flame of one small candle. Neverthe-
less the picture is too large to support such an empty
design and beside a masterpiece of Rembrandt its
realism ceases to be thrilling and becomes theatrical.

It must be remembered, however, that in this picture
Honthorst was ahead of his time. He was working in
a style which we now associate with Rembrandt at a
period when that master was still a child. Honthorst's
technical achievement is, therefore, impressive if only
for its anticipation of coming events.
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